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Graduation preparation

September 14, 2020



Commencement 
in the Circle



Summary of Steps to Graduate
• Student completes the School of Engineering Degree 

Application

• Student and Advisor review Degree Audit to ensure degree 
requirements are satisfied

• Department Chair approves Degree Application

• Dean’s Office authorizes UM Diploma Application



• Student submits UM Survey and Diploma Application in 
MyOleMiss

• Dean’s Office checks final grades using Degree Audit

• Dean’s Office certifies the degree

• Registrar’s Office records the degree on student transcript 
and mails Diploma to our new alumni

Summary of Steps to Graduate



17-Sep Thursday Engineering Career Fair
21-Sep Monday Due day for Engineering degree applications for December 
5-Oct Monday Last day to submit applications for December diplomas
5-Oct Monday Midterm grades due
6-Oct Tuesday All Majors Career Fair
Oct 12 – Nov 2 Mon-Mon Academic Advising (for winter session and spring)
9-Nov Monday Due day for Engineering degree applications for May and August
Oct 26 – Nov 9 Mon-Mon Priority Registration (for winter session and spring)
Oct 26 – Nov 30 Mon-Mon Phase 1 registration period (for winter session and spring)
17-Nov Tuesday Classes end
November 18 – 20 Wed – Fri Final Examinations
November 23 – 24 Mon – Tues Final Examinations

18-Jan Monday MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HOLIDAY (Administrative Offices closed.)
19-Jan Tuesday Classes begin
1-Mar Monday Last day to submit applications for May and August diplomas
March 13 – 21 Sat-Sun SPRING BREAK
March 22 – April 12 Mon-Mon Academic Advising (for all summer terms and fall)
2-Apr Friday GOOD FRIDAY HOLIDAY (Administrative Offices closed)
8-Apr Thursday Honors Convocation
30-Apr Friday Classes end
May 3-7 Mon-Fri Final Examinations
8-May Saturday COMMENCEMENT EVENT for ALL 2020-2021 GRADUATES

17-May Monday Classes begin
28-May Friday Classes end
29-May Saturday Final Examinations

31-May Monday MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY (Administrative offices closed.)
1-Jun Tuesday Classes begin
25-Jun Friday Classes end
June 28-29 Mon – Tues Final Examinations

1-Jul Thursday Classes begin
5-Jul Monday INDEPENDENCE DAY HOLIDAY observed (Administrative offices closed.)
28-Jul Wednesday Classes end
July 29-30 Thurs – Fri Final Examinations

2-Aug Monday Classes begin
13-Aug Friday Classes end
14-Aug Saturday Final Examinations
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Sheet1

		17-Sep		Thursday		Engineering Career Fair		FALL 2020

		21-Sep		Monday		Due day for Engineering degree applications for December 

		5-Oct		Monday		Last day to submit applications for December diplomas

		5-Oct		Monday		Midterm grades due

		6-Oct		Tuesday		All Majors Career Fair

		Oct 12 – Nov 2		Mon-Mon		Academic Advising (for winter session and spring)

		9-Nov		Monday		Due day for Engineering degree applications for May and August

		Oct 26 – Nov 9		Mon-Mon		Priority Registration (for winter session and spring)

		Oct 26 – Nov 30		Mon-Mon		Phase 1 registration period (for winter session and spring)

		17-Nov		Tuesday		Classes end

		November 18 – 20		Wed – Fri		Final Examinations

		November 23 – 24		Mon – Tues		Final Examinations



		18-Jan		Monday		MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HOLIDAY (Administrative Offices closed.)		SPRING 2021

		19-Jan		Tuesday		Classes begin

		1-Mar		Monday		Last day to submit applications for May and August diplomas

		March 13 – 21		Sat-Sun		SPRING BREAK

		March 22 – April 12		Mon-Mon		Academic Advising (for all summer terms and fall)

		2-Apr		Friday		GOOD FRIDAY HOLIDAY (Administrative Offices closed)

		8-Apr		Thursday		Honors Convocation

		30-Apr		Friday		Classes end

		May 3-7		Mon-Fri		Final Examinations

		8-May		Saturday		COMMENCEMENT EVENT for ALL 2020-2021 GRADUATES



		17-May		Monday		Classes begin		MAY  INTER.

		28-May		Friday		Classes end

		29-May		Saturday		Final Examinations



		31-May		Monday		MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY (Administrative offices closed.)		FIRST SUMMER

		1-Jun		Tuesday		Classes begin

		25-Jun		Friday		Classes end

		June 28-29		Mon – Tues		Final Examinations



		1-Jul		Thursday		Classes begin		SECOND SUMMER

		5-Jul		Monday		INDEPENDENCE DAY HOLIDAY observed (Administrative offices closed.)

		28-Jul		Wednesday		Classes end

		July 29-30		Thurs – Fri		Final Examinations



		2-Aug		Monday		Classes begin		AUG INTER.

		13-Aug		Friday		Classes end

		14-Aug		Saturday		Final Examinations









VOCAB FOR DISCUSSION

• Degree Application
• Degree Audit
• Diploma Application
• Transfer Equivalency Report (TER)
• UM Transcript (official, un-official)
• Catalog Year
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Apply for your degree 9

Step 1
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Walk in May? 11



Degree App continued 12



Degree App continued 13



Degree Audit 14



Degree Audit

• Green lights = GRADUATE
• Red lights = NO GRADUATE
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DA Red Lights

If your degree audit is not showing green 
lights as expected, what do you do?
Possible solutions:
• See your advisor to discuss specific issues.

AP Scores, Transfer credits, Generic transfer credits (1XX)
• You may declare or delete your a minor in myolemiss.  (green √, red x)
• Change your catalog year.  
• Course substitutions may need to be entered by your Chair.
• Know that GPA and Engineering Dean’s approval are checked in final 

evaluation

20
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What is my GPA again?

TOTAL QUALITY POINTS / TOTAL GRADED HOURS
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QUIZ #1

MATH 264 3 hr A
ENGR 309 3 hr A
ENGR 321 3 hr A
PHYS 212 3 hr A
PHYS 222 1 hr A
EL 101 1 hr Z

23



Good job!

4.00

24



25

MATH 264 3 hr B  (3 points) 9 pts earned
ENGR 309 3 hr A (4 points) 12 pts earned
ENGR 321 3 hr D  (1 point) 3 pts earned
PHYS 212 3 hr C  (2 points) 6 pts earned
PHYS 222 1 hr A  (4 points) 4 pts earned
EL 101 1 hr Z  (0 points) 0 pts earned

13 total 
hours

34 total 
points

QUIZ #2
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MATH 264 3 hr B  (3 points) 9 pts earned
ENGR 309 3 hr A (4 points) 12 pts earned
ENGR 321 3 hr D  (1 point) 3 pts earned
PHYS 212 3 hr C  (2 points) 6 pts earned
PHYS 222 1 hr A  (4 points) 4 pts earned
EL 101 1 hr Z  (0 points) 0 pts earned

13 total 
hours

34 total 
points

34
=   2.6153   =  2.61 Grade Point Average

13

QUIZ #2



Forgiveness Policy

1. Only a grade of “C-“, “D” or “F” may be forgiven or excluded. 
2. Only four grades (maximum of 14 hours) may be forgiven or excluded during the 

undergraduate career. A maximum of two courses (not to exceed 7 hours) may be 
excluded from the student’s GPA calculation without repeating the course. 

3. A different course may not be substituted once this petition is approved. 
4. The course which is used to replace the “forgiven” grade must have been taken fall 

1992 or later. 
5. Both the first attempt and the repeated course must have been taken at The 

University of Mississippi and must have occurred prior to receiving the 
baccalaureate degree. 

6. Both grades remain on the transcript; an R will appear by the original grade 
(denoting that the course was repeated and “forgiven”); and only the grade in the 
repeated course will be used in computing the cumulative University grade point 
average. 

7. A forgiven “C-“, “D” or “F” will not change the academic standing which existed 
prior to the repeated course. 

27



Forgiveness 28

Form is available on 
Engineering website. 
Current Students / 
Resources and Forms

Scan completed form to 
registrar@olemiss.edu



Math Minor 

Minor - Math for School of Engineering

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
For a student of the School of Engineering desiring to earn a math minor, he/she must first 
complete the requirements for a math minor as defined by the College of Liberal Arts (15 hrs) 
and then complete two additional 3-hour math courses at the 300-level or above that are not 
used to fulfill the degree earned from the School of Engineering with a minimum grade of C in 
all. Coursework consists of the following:

1. Math 261, 262, 263, 264, and one 3-hour course at the 300-level or above PLUS two 
additional 3-hour math courses at the 300-level or above that are not used to fulfill the 
degree earned from the School of Engineering; or

2. Math 261, 262, 263, and 2 courses at the 300-level or above PLUS two additional 3-hour 
math courses at the 300-level or above that are not used to fulfill the degree earned from 
the School of Engineering.

Although not 300-level, B.S.C.S. majors are allowed to count Math 264 as one of the two 
additional math courses since it is not used to fulfill degree requirements. For all majors 
within the School of Engineering, the math minor for engineering requires a total of 15 hrs + 6 
hrs of math coursework.

29
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Note:  If you require 
summer coursework 

for your degree 
completion, you will 

be an August
graduate

Once approved, you will have access to your 
Diploma Application



Not Authorized (yet) 31
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Submit this completed 
Degree Application as a 
PDF document to: 

• your advisor
• your chair
• the administrative 

assistant of your 
department, and

• engineer@olemiss.edu

mailto:engineer@olemiss.edu


Latin Honors 33



Measure Twice! 34



UM 15 Hrs of SS/H/FA

• SOCIAL SCIENCES:  
ANTH, PSY, SOC, POL, ECON

• HUMANITIES:
HST, PHIL, REL, S_ST, G_ST, A_ST, ENGL LIT, 
LAT, GR, CLC, MODERN LANGUAGES 

• FINE ARTS:
MUS, DANC, THEA, AH  (NO STUDIO)

35



SoE 18 Hrs of SS/H/FA/GE 36

15 HOURS OF LIB 
ARTS ELECTIVES + 
another SS/H/HR OR 
GEN ED 



Pre-approval for x-fer work 37



Transfer Error 38

In the example to the right 
of star sequence, 4 hr + 3 hr

+ 4 hr of calculus = 11 hrs
and the student missed some 

important content 



Sub-standard GPA 39



UM GPA requirements

Minimum Grade-point Average
For the award of a bachelor’s degree from any school or college of the University 
of Mississippi, a student must earn a GPA of at least 2.00 on all course work 
submitted in fulfillment of the course requirements for the degree. In addition, the 
student must earn a minimum GPA of 2.00 on all course work attempted at the 
University of Mississippi. Finally, the student must have a minimum 2.00 GPA on 
all college work attempted at any institution of higher learning.

There may be additional grade requirements for the College of Liberal Arts or the 
professional schools. The School of Engineering requires at least 2.00 in all 
courses taken from the School of Engineering applicable to their degree.

• IN FULFILLMENT OF DEGREE GPA
• OVERALL GPA
• RESIDENT GPA
• ENGINEERING GPA

40



AP Credit 41



AP continued 42



CLEP Exams 43

Social 
Science 

by 
CLEP

NOTE:  
CLEP Exams 
are considered 
non-resident 
credit.



CLEP 44

Humanities 
by CLEP



21-Hr Rule

Students must acquire at least 12 of their last 21 
credit hours in residence at the university. 

That is, no more than 9 of the last 21 hours may be 
transfer credit. 

45



Academic Residency 
Requirements

At least 25 percent of the semester credit hours required for an 
undergraduate degree (e.g., 32 hours for a 128-hour degree) must 
be taken in residence. 

At least 30 semester hours of residence credit must be taken in the 
school or college recommending the degree. 

46



Catalog Year

Whenever possible, the university allows a student to obtain a 
degree by completing the curriculum course requirements in the 
catalog in effect at the time of the first, or any subsequent, 
registration at the University of Mississippi or at an accredited 
junior, community, or senior college, provided the work is 
completed within six years of the publication date of the catalog 
used. 

In the case of minor changes to a specified curriculum, a school or 
college may require substitute courses or activities to meet the 
spirit of the requirements. However, in the case of substantial 
changes to the curriculum, the university reserves the right to 
require currently enrolled students to follow a new curriculum.
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Licensure Exam Eligible for 
seniors in CE, ME, GE, EE, ChE 48

http://www.pepls.state.ms.us/pepls/web.nsf

https://engineering.olemiss.edu/undergraduate/assets/fe_instructions.html

http://www.pepls.state.ms.us/pepls/web.nsf
https://engineering.olemiss.edu/undergraduate/assets/fe_instructions.html


FE EXAM

• Applicant go to the State Board of Licensure website: https://www.pepls.state.ms.us.
• Select Engineer Intern Application & Forms.
• The State Board will request additional qualifying information including arrest records, 

disciplinary actions, formal name change, etc.
• The Engineering Dean’s Office annually verifies applicant eligibility for the exam (currently 

enrolled seniors in good standing with the university, and/or having met departmental 
requirements). 

STEP 1: Applicants must then pay the $25 application fee 

STEP 2: The State Board will authorize approved candidates in the national NCEES database allowing 
applicants to proceed to the next step of registering on-line with NCEES and selecting a testing center 
and date. The on-line registration process includes a non-refundable examination fee of $175.

49

https://www.pepls.state.ms.us/pepls/web.nsf


Exams 50

• CLEP Exams     
• FE Exam  
• GRE
• LSAT 
• GMAT 
• MCAT
• ASBOG Exam (required for Geology majors)



Grad Fair 51

The Ole Miss Grad Fair is a special event planned to assist you with all your Commencement 
needs as graduation approaches. The Office of Public Events encourages your participation in 
this important event. In addition to several other Commencement priorities, Grad Fair will provide 
you with the opportunities listed below:

• The Office of the Registrar explaining the necessary steps for degree application.
• Career Center professionals who will help with resumes and interview information.
• Personnel from the Ole Miss Bookstore will measure and take orders for Cap & Gown.
• Herff-Jones will be available to take class ring and invitation orders.
• Grad Images will be available so that students may take their Cap & Gown pictures.
• Representatives from the Office of Financial Aid will be available for advising and 

answering questions regarding student loans and aid.
• The University and Public Events office will be available to answer any questions 

regarding Commencement.
• The Ole Miss Alumni Association will be accepting registrations.
• Class Officers of Class of 2020 will be on hand with information about the senior 

fund raising project.

Date: March 2021
Stay tuned for exact dates. 

http://commencement.olemiss.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/90/2016/02/GradImages2016Poster2-copy.pdf
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Academic Questions?

For questions about graduation, degree requirements, 
GPA, minors, transfer credits, anything academic….

Marni Kendricks
215 Brevard Hall
662-915-5780
mckendri@olemiss.edu

53
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